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Why learn
Phonics?



Why learn Phonics?

Master pronunciation and tones

Phonics trains you to hear and
produce Thai sounds and tones
correctly from the start.



Why learn Phonics?

Read and write with confidence

Understanding the connection
between letters and sounds
makes reading and writing

a whole lot much easier.



Why learn Phonics?

Learn faster and independently

With phonics skills,
you can figure out new words
on your own without relying
soley on tedious memorization.
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Origin
The Thai script evolved from ancient

Indian scripts, primarily Brahmi,
through its derivative, the Pallava script,

and the Khmer script, which also
incorporated significant
influences from Sanskrit.



Text layout

The Thai script writes left o right,
but with no spaces between words.

Thai can, though not always,
uses full stops, commas, exclamation marks,

but question marks are optional.



AVAAASU WNTRATR LT

uﬂué’mqw

UADARSAADUNEN NS

11IFENTNF 231 Fluent Thai

NN AR TR UATL

UALANTNUALAARINATL



Keyboard function

In order to accommodate the entirety of
the Thai script, that being, consonants,
vowels, fone markers and specific
punctuation symbols, the standard English
gwerty keyboard will have multiple
choices for each key, which can
be utilized via the shift key.
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Writing

You may have noticed that the majority of
Thai consonants will have a small circle,
that of which is the starting point for

thestroke order of that constant.
Thai vowels can appear all around script,
either on the left, right, above and below.

Thai script is mostly written left to right,

then up to down, depending on the vowel.
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Tones

Thai is a tonal language of five tones.
Each word has a fixed tone.
Some words can have multiple
tone possibilities which will
affect their meaning.



N1 ma, with a mid-tone means ‘come’,

NIma, with a high tone means ‘horse’

This may seem daunting at first,
but in reality it's not, because sentence
context will always help the listener
to know what the most likely
infended meaning of the word is.



HOLlld

I e
LOW

FALLING
HIGH

B e




Tone drills

Now let's focus differentiating
fluently between the different
tones with these set of tone drill
exercises. Seeing as this is a tonal

emphasis exercise, we will just simply
use one word 'ma’ in all b tones to do this.



Mid tone: ma
Low tone: ma
Falling tone: ma
High tone: ma
Rising tone: ma

MID

LOW

FALLING

HIGH

RISING




DRILL #1:

DRILL #2:




DRILL #3:

|
1
m

MNe
m
m

DRILL #4:
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Consonants




* The Thai script has 44 consonant letters.
( But 20 sounds, so some are duplicates )

* They are categorized into three classes:
low, mid, and high.

« Why?...
Because consonant class plays a role
in determining tones.



 Like English, Thai has both single consonants
and consonant clusters.

 Thai consonants have an initial sound and can
also function as final sounds.

» The final sound can be either:
1. Live syllable = ends in a sonorant or resonant sound.

2. Dead syllable = ends in a glottal closure.

» Each consonant has a specific name assigned to it.



(K)



(K)



NG

NG



CH

(T)




(T)



CH

(T)







(T)



(T)






11

(T)



12

(T)






(P)



15

(P)



(P)









(N)















(K)



25

(T)



(T)



27

(T)



Difference between D and DT

D=
1. Sound starts first.

2. Then release of tongue down from
middle mouth roof position.

DT =
1. Sound and the release of tongue down
from front mouth roof ( closer to front teeth ) position

happens simultaneously.



(T)



(T)



30

(P)



31

(P)



Difference between B and BP

B -
1. Sound starts first.
2. Then release open closed-lips position.

BP =
1. Sound and the release open of closed-lips
position happens simultaneously






33

(K)






35

(T)



(T)









(T)



40

(T)



41

(T)






(T)

(T)

CH

(T)

(T)

CH

NG

NG

(K)

(K)

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

(P)

(P)

(P)

(T)

(T)

(T)

24

23

22

21

20

19

18

17

(K)

(N)

32

31

30

29

28

27

26

25

(P)

BP

(P)

(T)

DT

(T)

(T)

DT

(T)

(T)

38

37

36

35

34

33

(T)

(T)

(T)

(T)

CH

(K)

42

41

(T)



Action plan

1. Print or by hand all 42 consonants slides.

2. Read 3 times a day for 2 weeks

3. Cover, test, review for 1 week



See you again
in 3 weeksl!




Welcome backl!

You how know all
42 Thai consonants
and their given sounds.




Consonant Duplicates?

There are 44 official Thai consonants,
but 2 are obsolete, leaving a total of 42.
However, these represent only 20 distinct

consonant sounds. Next, is a table showing which

Thai consonants share the same pronunciation:

This table organizes the consonants by their

pronunciation, making it easier to understand the

relationship between Thai script and phonetics.



No | English Tha
1 g 1

2 k U A N

3 ng 3

4 J ?

5 | ch 2% ol

6 A Y
7 y Y

8 d o

o | dt 1

10 T TNADNTD

No | English Thai
11 n TR
12 b 1
13 bp i/
14 p W
15 f W W
16 m W
17 P 5
18 | an
19 W 3
20 h %9



Consonant clusters
(... or could be understood as Consonant Pairs)

In Thai, there are 2 main types of consonant clusters:

1. True Clusters
= Both consonants are pronounced together.

2. False Clusters
= Only one consonant is pronounced,
or the cluster creates a unique sound.



1. True Clusters

- These occur when two consonants appear
together, and both sounds are heard.

- Common examples:

Na-kr/ NA:=kl,/ U9-kr



1

i

2

na

AN

AN

Ua

WA

NN

nd

U

2k

319
1/9

IAF)




2. False Clusters

- Some consonant clusters do not
follow regular pronunciation rules.

Instead, they simplify into a
single consonant sound or
take on a different pronunciation altogether.

N9=s WN3IIU (sahp)=to know

N5 =1* 1INg (toh)=to call



spelling | Pronunciation Example Meaning
Nng 1(s) nae ( sai) sand
Nng 1(t) g ( toh) to call
a5 | 4a(s) | a33(séng) | to build
Ag A(s) 3 (sT) glory
Qg A () A% ( jing ) true




Leading Consonants

In Thai, some syllables consist of two
consonants that are not pronounced together
as a single cluster. Instead, a short "a" sound

s inserted between the two consonants
to make them easier to pronounce.
This process is called epenthesis, which
essentially means inserting a sound
to make pronunciation smoother.



When you see two consonants that
are supposed to start a syllable,
but they cannot be pronounced together,
the syllable is pronounced as two parts.
A short 'a’ sound is added between the
consonants, making the syllable sound
like two smaller syllables.
This rule helps in determining the tone
for these syllables, but no extra
tone markers are used for them.



Leading Consonants Examples

méﬂ = fun
11 = road

Gﬂf‘%/@ = eliminate



Leading Consonants Examples

méﬂ sa-nuk = fun
1 WU ta-non = road

AP ka-jat = eliminate



L EXCEPTION &
=\
113-
This prefix has a unique case
where instead of a short "a "

a longer sound "aw" is mser’red.
The tone rule is slighTIy adjusted here.



u3- Examples

LI'TT117 bo-ri-gahn- = serivce

6’

U?@Wﬁ bo-ri-soot = holy / pure

LT bo-ri-sat = company



u3- Examples

LTrI9 bo-ri-gahn- = serivce

6

‘]_I%jmﬁ bo-ri-soot = holy / pure

LTI bo-ri-sat = company



Leading Consonants 4 and @

&8

which change the tone
of the following consonant.



1. W

Makes the next consonant a high-class.
Y- / - / YH- / YiEl- / 19 / UA- / Uin-

For example:

WANSA / U119 / UHN
=\ %
WA / 138 / Al / B9NU



2. B

Makes the next consonant a mid-class.
( only 4 words! )

R8N/ ALIN / BEN / DY



Consonant pair as a complete syllable

There are cases where two consonants
form a complete syllable without
needing any inserted vowel sound.

The consonants can be paired as
initial and final consonants within a syllable.

The two consonants together are

pronounced as one unit and will use a
a1z (Short o sound) as its vowel.



Consonant pair as a complete syllable
+ NU —go(p) = frog
* AW — kon = person

- am — lo(t) = to reduce



The 77 sound

1. 99 with a final consonant.

When 79 comes before a final consonant,
it sounds like a short "a /7 -= / - =" sound.



The 77 sound

1. 99with a final consonant.

Thai Expant.iefi Thai Transliteration Engli:sh
word pronunciation | pronunciation meaning
o , d Spadce
A99F) | 7+ 377+ A P wa(k) P
d pause
NnNggd  n+ae+nd| NN gam karma




The 77 sound

2. 77 without a final consonant.

When 97 has no final consonant,
it adds 'n’, so becomes "an / su" sound.



The 79 sound

2. 77 without a final consonant.

Thai Expam,jefj Thai Transliteration Engli:sh
word pronunciation | pronunciation meaning
WSTTI | W+ 99 /1 + 1] WU-1 | pan-si lent
1 + 37 o _
LUFTTLN HU=LNT | ban-tao | relieve

N + -1




Glottal stops

Voiceless Thai consonants
are pronounced with a glottal stop.

The glottal stop endings are

-k, -p, -t



Glottal stops

In Thai, when voiceless consonants k, p, and t
appear at the end of a syllable or word, they are
typically pronounced with a glottal stop.

A glottal stop is a quick closure of the vocal cords,
effectively cutting of f the airflow in the throat,
creating a sharp, abrupt stop. This is different
from a fully articulated consonant where the
airflow is released in a more noticeable manner.



For example, when a voiceless
consonant like k, p, or t
occurs in the final position,
it won't have the same strong
release as it would at the start
of a word or syllable. Instead, the
final sound will end abruptly,
with a slight pause or stop.



Glottal stops examples

1. N(k): - BNdté(k) = “to fall”
2.U(p): —» TBAU choh(p) = "to like"

3.0 (1): — B wd(t) - "to measure”



Importance of Glottal stops

The glottal stop serves to close the airflow
quickly, without the full release that would
happen if the consonants were at the start
of a syllable. This is also why you might hear
these sounds as being softer or more
abrupt when compared to their voiceless
counterparts in English.



The glottal stop isn't a distinct sound you
consciously hear in every word, but it's
important because it alters how the
consonant is released at the end of the
syllable. It's something Thai speakers
naturally do, but it's key to pronunciation,
especially in distinguishing words that
may otherwise sound similar.



Glottal stop
CHALLENGE

Try saying!

rl2

ril

I




There's more to know
about Thai consonantsl|

While we've covered the basics of Thai consonants,
amazingly there's still yet more to discover.
As you continue your journey with the Thai

language, you' Il naturally encounter additional

rules and unique traits. These will become clearer
as you practice and engage with more Thai content.

Think of it as a tfreasure hunt, each new discovery
adds to your understanding! Enjoy the process!
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Introduction to Thai Vowels

Thai vowels function similarly to English,
in that they have short and long versions.
However, a unique characteristic of Thai
vowels is that they can be positioned
before, after, above, or below a consonant.
They can also appear as single vowels or as
combinations (diphthongs and triphthongs).



To demonstrate,

let's use the consonant
w2 (M) as an example.

The vowels are arranged around s (m)
are just for display purposes only.

(*note that some of these aren't actual words).



Single Vowels Combination Vowels

=\
L € ( mee-a)
LN ( mao)
LN P ( mas )

Tuz ( moh )



Since Thai vowels require a
consonant to be paired with,

the silent letter &

Is used as a placeholder when
displaying a vowel on its own.



The Thai word for "vowel”
is 492 (sa-ra).
Vowel names are simply formed by
adding A‘T& before the vowel sound.

For example, @ is called @52 2



Learning Thai Vowel sounds

1.Listen and repeat
2.English equivalents
3.Linguistic approach



Learning Thai Vowel sounds

1.Listen and repeat
2.English equivalents
3.Linguistic approach



Learning Thai Vowel sounds
1. Listen and repeat













































































































































Learning Thai Vowel sounds
2. English equivalents



SHOR{




SHOR{




LOINIE




SHOR{




LOINIE

bee’



SHOR{




LOINIE

lpu__)tl



SHOR{






SHOR{

10



SHOR{

11



LOINIE

12



bet

13



SHOR{

bet

14



LOINIE

‘al—r

15



SHOR{

-— &
Q)

| !
Qn ( small rounded lips )

16



LOINIE
i

| !
O—>N (. small rounded lips )

17



SHORT)

18



LOINIE

19



SHOR{

‘P<%>I, + ‘QT'

20



LOINIE

|poo_)|l + ‘91',

21



SHOR{

|b<§>l + ‘QT,



LOINIE

23



SHOR{




LOINIE

25



“uh>

20



LOINIE

27



LOINIE

28



SHOR{

‘d<2¥>' + ‘P<@>|'

29



LOINIE

day—' + '‘poo—|

30



SHOR{

<
Lt -4

‘(g)r.' + ‘P<%>I'




LOINIE

Lt -7d

ai—r + 'poo—l’




SHOR{

33



LOINIE

‘now—'

34



SHOR{

|i-|_l + ‘P<%>I,

35



- @
i

|bgl + lnow_)l




SHOR{

37



SHOR{

38



LOINIE

my—'

39



LOINIE

40



LONE 41

-t

'0—N' (small rounded lips ) + bee’




LOINIE

42



LOINIE

uh—' + ‘bee’

43



Ny H
L - el tl

‘Pu__)t, + lbgl



SHOR{

45



SHORT

. rip’ 2. rookie



Learning Thai Vowel sounds

3. Linguistic approach



FRONT

LIPS

d d.
gy a1
i
3 ae
e &)
u u.
g @

S

%

STRETCHY SHRINKY

i:a  ai
132~ 1a
:a Al
1ag la
wa au

Thai Vowels for Dummies in 5 Min v2 - A System Impossible to Forget

Stuart Jay Raj
151K subscribers

Y 3.8K

~ Share




Action plan

1. Print or by hand all 46 vowel slides.

2. Read 3 times a day for 2 weeks

3. Cover, test, review for 1 week



See you again
in 3 weeksl!




Welcome backl!

You how know all
46 Thai vowels
and their given sounds.
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Consonant nhames

All Thai consonants have an
assigned name, which is useful when
It comes to spelling, as there are
sometimes multiple consonants
of the same sound, for example:

K =faaw



chicken

-

ne If






.4

bottle




P10 1731

water buffalo



f10) P11

person






snake









elephant






tree










spear



base



NO W LN

Thali literature character



G

F

9 1
D HI

elderly person



e LTl

novice monk






@ (5)

A0 191

turtle






ne Ny

soldier



flag



©

mousc



vo luly

leaf



fish






lid



N NWITH

tray






N9 TN

sail ship









3D 130

boat






A

30 LU

ring



Al

A A8



hermit



AREGE



chest box










£l

JO UNFN




Thai Punctuation

Thai script is written without spaces
between words. Instead, spaces are used
to separate sentences or phrases.

Thai: AUTAUNWANETANHNIN
English: I really like eating shrimp fried rice.

Note: Traditional Thai does not use commas (, ) or full stops (.).
However, in modern Thai, they are commonly used.



The symbol 6]
daun ( méi yd-mok )

Is a Thai repetition mark. It indicates that
the preceding word should be repeated.



'}

1. Repeats a Single Word

3
b3 - fast

=
b3 °] = hurry up, quickly!



'}

2. Softens and Intensifies
Adjectives/Adverbs

ARSI )
= slowly, gradually, gently



'}

3. Used in Set Phrases

LS8 ) - continuously

Upel °) = often / frequently



'}

4. add casual, friendly,
r playful tone

11 ) 31 9] - back and forth



The symbol “

lilenatiee ( bpai-yahn-néi )

Ss a Thai punctuation mark used to indicate
an abbreviation, similar to how English uses
an apostrophe (') or ellipsis (...)
to shorten words or phrases.



01

Function and Meaning:
It shortens phrases that are
commonly understood by the reader.

Used mainly in formal writing,
documents, and official names.



01

NgFILNIN

Abbreviation of ngannwauuas
The full name is quite long,

so “ replaces the omitted part.



The symbol “

lilenaluny ( bpai-yahn-yai )

Is another abbreviation mark used in Thai

writing, similar to lUenatiae (*1)
but with a slightly different function.



1N

Function and Meaning:
Is used to represent "etc.”

or "and so on" in English.

It is used to indicate that
more items or examples could follow,

but they are omitted for brevity.



1N

NZN NLFEU Anbe MR

Mangoes, durians, longans, etc.



Summary

6] = A repetition marker

“1 - Abbreviation marker

“1TAN™ - An etc. marker
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#Unit 6 /7

Tone rules



When reading Thai, every word
has a fixed tone. There are two ways to
determine the tone of a Thai word:

1. Memorization - Similar to Chinese,
you can memorize the tone
for each word individually.

2. Systematic Approach - You can learn the
tone rules, which allow you to determine the
correct tone based on a word's components.



For example, take the word
mﬂ( mahk ), which means "very."

If you rely on memorization, you would
simply remember that it has a falling tone.

However, this approach often
requires transiliterations
to recall tones accurately.



The systematic approach involves
understanding tone rules, like this:

w1 ( mahk ) — LLD = Falling tone
L = Low-class consonant ( & )
L = Long vowel (1)
D = Dead syllable ( n )

( ends in n, which is a final k sound or glottal stop )



By learning the tone rules,
you can DETERMINE
the tone of any word
without relying on
transliterations.




Live vs Dead syllable

@ Live syllable =
1. Ends in along vowel

2. Sonorant or resonant sound. ( m, n, ng )
V ='LO-M N Né&'

@ Dead syllable =
1. Ends in a short vowel
2. Glottal stop. (k,p, 1)
@:-'SHOR-KP T




Tone Formula list

There are 20 possible
formula combinations to

determine a word's tone.
Let's learn the first 12.



No

Formula

Tone

No

Formula

Tone

No

Formula

Tone

1| LSD | =High |5 MSD| =Low [[9 | HSD | =Low
2| LSL | =Mid |6 | MSL | =Mid [[10] HSL | =Rising
3| LLD |=Falling|[7 | MLD | =Low [[11| HLD | =Low
4| LLL | =Mid |8 | MLL | =Mid |12 HLL |=Rising




Tone Markers

In addition to the basic tone rules,
Thai also has four tone markers that can
override the standard tone formulas.
Think of these markers as having veto
power—when present, they dictate the
tone regardless of the normal rules.



To fully understand how tone
markers work, let's first learn
their names and then explore the
8 tone marker-specific formulas,
which complete the full set of
20 formulas for tones.



Tone Marker Names

W
+ 1$en — mdi ayk *.
- 14 — madi toh i.:

+ lim? — mdi dfree :.:

¢ 1#1dm77 — mai jdd-dqwa



Next,
let's go over the
8 tone marker-specific
formulas that complete the
full 20 formula system



No

Formula

Tone

No

Formula

Tone

No

Formula

Tone

19

3T

= High

13| 1TL |=Falling|{16] 2TL | =High
14| 1TM | =Low |[17| 2TM |=Falling
15| 1TH | =Low [[18] 2TH |=Falling

20

4T

= Rising




=

o

LSD
LSL
LLD
LLL
MSD
MSL
MLD
MLL
HSD
HSL

High
Mid
Falling
Mid
Low
Mid
Low
Mid
Low

Rising

R R R (R R R (R Rk

HLD
HLL
a 1TL
a 1TM
a2 1TH
a 2TL
a 2TM
a 2TH
a 3T
24T

Low
Rising
Falling

Low

Low

High
Falling
Falling

High
Rising



Thai Tone Rules

High Mid Low
7 N O
=
=

High, Mid, Low - Initial consonant class
Live - Syllable that ends with long vowel or sonorant final
Dead - Syllable that ends with short vowel or stop final

e Daad Syllabla with short vowel
b Dead Sytlable with long vowel



Applying the Tone Formula
in 3 Simple Steps
You can determine the
tone of any Thai word
in just three steps
using this method.



Step 1: Identify the
initial consonant class.
Step 2: Determine if the
vowel is short or long.
Step 3: Check if the syllable
is LIVE or DEAD.



bbl 14

1. Initial consonant class?
— a (High-class) = H

2. Short or long vowel?
— wa (Long vowel) = L

3. Live or dead syllable?
— Ends in « (@ sonorant consonant) = L



Now, we have the formula HLL,
and according to our tone chart,
HLL corresponds to a rising tone.

Conclusion:

bl U - HuL ( Rising tone )
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#Unit [ 77

Reading
drills




Reading Thai words involves
2 key components:

1.Pronouncing the word
correctly by reading it phonetically.

2.Identifying its tone.



For this first exercise,
we will focus solely on reading
each word with a mid-tone.

In the second exercise, we will
practice determining the correct
tones for some common words.



Ex-1 Set 1

yad)}

vy

)

2D
yad)}

vy




Ex-1 Set 2

=)

o3 )
=D

v -




Ex-1 Set 3

e




Ex-1 Set 4




Exercise 2
Tone determination

Let's learn
10 common verbs
and determine
the pronunciation with tone.



No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE
1 read ﬂlf]u
. =\
2 | write | LI
=
3 learn | |9¢|94
4 | teach | AU
5 eat 114




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE
1 | read ‘rJI”TLL ‘ﬂlq + 94
=\
2 | write | L9EIU
=\
3 learn | L€l
4 | teach | AN
5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE
1| read | U A + U 1TM
=\
2 | write | L9894
=\
3 learn | LT84
4 | teach | AU
5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE

1| read | AU A1 + 14 1TM LOW
=\

2 | write | L9894
=\

3 learn | LT84

4 | teach | AU

5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE

1| read | AU A1 + 14 1TM LOW
= =

2 | write | eV U+ gl + U
=\

3 learn | LT84

4 | teach | AU

5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE

1| read | AU A1 + 14 1TM LOW
= =

2 | write | LU | 9+ LBE + U HLL
=\

3 learn | LT84

4 | teach | AU

5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE

1| read | AU A1 + 14 1TM LOW
= =

2 | write | eV U+ gl + U HLL RISING
=\

3 learn | LT84

4 | teach | AU

5 eat ﬁu




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE

1| read @I’]u AN + U 1TM LOW
=\ =

2 | write | 8] 9+ LB+ U HLL RISING
=\

3 | learn | LTEI94

4 | teach | AU Home"

wor
5| eat | NU




No.| ENGLISH | THAI COMPONENTS FORMULA TONE
_ A
6 | drink AN
7 love %‘/ﬂ
8 like TRl
v
9 | know T
ql
v
10 | must RN




Thai Phonetics

Script

5 Tones

Consonants

Vowels

Spelling

Tone Rules

N OO N D W N -

Reading drills



